
Report to: Southport Area 
Committee

Date of Meeting: Wednesday 6 
December 2017

Subject: Portland Street - Response to Petition on Road Closure

Report of: Head of Locality 
Services - 
Commissioned

Wards Affected: Kew / Dukes

Portfolio:
Locality Services Commissioned

Is this a Key 
Decision:

No Included in 
Forward Plan:

 No

Exempt / 
Confidential 
Report:

No

Summary:

To respond to the petition submitted to Southport Area Committee on 20th September 
2017 to request that ‘Portland Street at its junction with Cemetery Road be blocked off to 
motor vehicles’.  The lead petitioner is Mr Johnny Truth and the petition was endorsed by 
Councillor Fred Weavers.  

Recommendation:

That Southport Area Committee notes the content of the report and the next steps.  

Reasons for the Recommendation(s):

To respond to the petition submitted to Southport Area Committee 

Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications)

Not applicable

What will it cost and how will it be financed?

Not applicable 



Implications of the Proposals:

Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets):
There are no resource implications

Legal Implications:
There are no legal implications 

Equality Implications:

There are no equality implications

Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose:

Protect the most vulnerable:

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: The delivery of improved East West 
Cycle Links will enable independent travel by cycle to local facilities and services in the 
area.    
Commission, broker and provide core services: 

Place – leadership and influencer: The delivery of improved East West Cycle Links 
requires partnership working with other organisations and user groups. 
Drivers of change and reform:

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: Improved East West Cycle Links will help to 
provide sustainable transport links and encourage sustainable travel options. 
Greater income for social investment: 

Cleaner Greener:  Improved East West Cycle Links will provide better access for 
cyclists to Southport Town Centre from Kew and promote a healthier lifestyle.  

What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when?

(A) Internal Consultations

The Head of Corporate Resources (FD 4943/17) has been consulted and has no 
comment and Head of Regulation and Compliance (LD 4228/17) has been consulted and 
has no comments on the report.

(B) External Consultations 

The submission of the petition to request that ‘Portland Street at its junction with 
Cemetery Road be blocked off to motor vehicles’ has been raised and discussed at the 
October Cycle Chat.  



Contact Officer: Lee Victoria Davies
Telephone Number: 0151 934 4668
Email Address: lee.davies@sefton.gov.uk

Appendices:

There are no appendices to this report

Background Papers:

There are no background papers available for inspection.

1.0 Introduction/Background

1.1 The Council has recently secured funding through the Local Growth Fund STEP 
(Sustainable Transport Enhancement Package) to improve East West Cycle Links 
in Southport between Kew and Southport Town Centre.  It is proposed to use this 
funding to further develop the East / West Links which were originally constructed 
as part of the Sefton Cycle Town initiative in 2011.  This included traffic calming in 
the form of raised tables and a signal controlled junction at Portland Street 
junction with Cemetery Road.  Since the installation of the junction further traffic 
surveys were undertaken in January 2012.   The traffic surveys in 2009 and 2012 
showed a reduction in speed and a very slight overall reduction in traffic flow.  

1.2 The further development of the East West Cycle Links which includes Portland 
Street in Southport has been included in the Transportation Capital Programme.  
We are now developing plans and a programme for this work which is included 
below.

2.0 Southport East West Cycle Links

2.1 Funding for the East West Cycle Links has been secured through STEP for 
2018/19.  The Council is currently developing proposals to take forward which 
would improve the rideability of the entire route.  We anticipate the scheme would 
include: 
• Installation of new toucan crossings 
• New off-road cycle provision to the rear of Southport hospital
• Enhancement of existing off road cycle provision
• Cycle priority at key junctions

3.0 Portland Street Petition 

3.1 At Southport Area Committee on 20th September 2017 a petition was presented 
calling for the closure of Portland Street as follows:

We the undersigned wish that Portland Street at its junction with Cemetery 
Road be blocked off to motor vehicles. When Portland Street was traffic 
calmed and the traffic lights put in we were told that vehicle movements 



would be reduced to enable cycling to be conducted in a safe manner. As a 
result of the traffic lights going in we now have HGVs turning into Portland 
Street increasing heavy traffic increasing danger to cyclists and damaging 
properties. Petition sponsored by Councillor Fred Weavers.

3.2 The Council acknowledges the petition for the closure of Portland Street proposes 
to review conditions on Portland Street as part of the improvements to the East / 
West Cycle Links.  

1 It is proposed to undertake traffic surveys in January 2018 at a number of 
locations along Portland Street.  Surveys in 2009 and 2012 were 
undertaken in January, so repeating the surveys in the same month will 
allow direct comparisons to be made of vehicle speeds and traffic 
conditions.  The surveys will record the type of vehicle and will allow us to 
compare this to previous records.  

2 The traffic data and other evidence gathered will be used to form 
recommendations for next steps which will then be briefed to Cabinet 
Member and for Ward Councillors.   

3.3 Any improvements proposed will be considered as part of the wider scheme to 
improve the East West Cycle Links in Southport.  

4.0 Next Steps

4.1 A future update report will be presented to the Cabinet Member - Locality 
Services, Ward Members and the next Cycle Chat, once the next steps for 
Portland Street and the work to improve the East West Cycle Links have been 
further developed.      


